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Editor’s
Message

X

Eet does not ask to be understood. It
asks only to be felt — in the hush of a
monastery at dawn, in the spin of a prayer
wheel, in the impossible stillness of a sky
that seems closer to the divine than
anywhere else on earth.

This land has long been the world's quiet
teacher. While civilizations have risen and
collapsed under the weight of their own
ambitions, Tibet has endured — not
through force, but through faith. Not
through conquest, but through
compassion. Its culture is not a relic. It is
a living breath.

"The whole secret of existence is to have no fear.
Never fear what will become of you, depend on
no one. Only the moment you reject all help are

you freed.” — Buddha

We offer you more than a glimpse of a

land. We offer an invitation — to slow
down, to look inward, and to encounter a
tradition that has spent thousands of
years refining the most essential human
question: how do we live with meaning?
The prayer flags of Tibet carry their
wisdom not by holding on, but by
releasing into the wind. We send this
volume to you in the same spirit —
openly, humbly, and with deep gratitude
for every reader who has made this
journey with us.

The roof of the world awaits. Turn the

page.

LE N

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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TIBETAN PRAYER FLAGS:
ORIGINS IN THE WIND

Tibetan prayer flags are believed to have
originated more than 2,000 years ago in pre-
Buddhist Tibet, when followers of the ancient
Bon tradition raised coloured cloth flags on
mountains, passes, rooftops, and sacred sites
to honour nature spirits and seek protection,
healing, and balance with the elements. When
Buddhism spread into Tibet around the 7th—
8th centuries CE, this older ritual practice was
gradually absorbed into Tibetan Buddhism.
Mantras, sacred symbols, protective deities,
and the lungta or “wind-horse” were added so
that the wind could carry ings,
compassion, and good fortune across the land.
By around the 11th century CE, printed cloth
prayer flags had become more established,
helped by woodblock printing and Buddhist
ritual practice.

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM JUN 2026 (4
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SAGA DAWA FESTIVAL

Saga Dawa 2026 runs from May 17 to June 16, meaning it's wrapping up

in just days. This year sees the largest pilgrim gathering in 12 years, as it
falls during the Horse Year — the most sacred Kailash Kora window — with
spots filling up extremely quickly. Thousands of pilgrims crowd Mount
Kailash and Lake Manasarovar, praying, meditating, and taking ritual baths
in the sacred lake, while the iconic Tarboche flagpole raising remains the
festival's biggest spectacle. On the ground in Lhasa, huge crowds fill
Zongjiao Lukang Park at the foot of the Potala Palace, with locals in
traditional attire singing, dancing, and releasing fish into the Lhasa River as
an act of compassion. However, one major development this year is that
permits for Indian pilgrims were suspended for the entire festival period,

with yatra operations expected to resume only after June 16.

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM JUN 2026 (9
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MAHAKUMBH OF KAILASH
4

3D ¢
The Fire Horse Year — called the
"Mahakumbh of Kailash" — occurs once

every 60 years, beginning February 18,
2026 and running until February 6, 2027.
Fire burns away spiritual obstacles while
the Horse drives one toward
enlightenment, making this a year of rare
karmic power. A single Kailash Kora
during this period — especially during Saga
Dawa (May 17-June 16) — equals the

merit of 12 to 13 koras in any ordinary

year.

' CHOKHOR DUCHEN

-

One of the four major Tibetan Buddhist
holy days; it marks Buddha’s first teaching
at Sarnath, known as the “turning of the
Dharma wheel.” It falls on the 4th day of
the 6th Tibetan lunar month, which aligns

around 18 July 2026
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The Kashag Secretariat of the Central
Tibetan Administration announces official
guidelines for organising events throughout
the year in celebration of His Holiness the
14th Dalai LLama’s 90th birthday. The year-
long celebration will begin on 6 July 2025
and conclude on

5 July 2026.
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THE THIRD POLE OF THE
WORLD ()

WHERE ICE HOLDS THE FATE

OF BILLIONS
+

The pressure does not stop at
Tibet’s borders. The report
highlights transnational
repression targeting exiled
activists, including the reported
extrajudicial killing of religious
figure Tulku Hungkar Dorje in
Vietnam, allegedly involving a
joint Chinese—Vietnamese
operation. Fleeing Tibet no
longer guarantees safety.

The TCHRD 2025 report makes
clear that what is unfolding in
Tibet is an integrated campaign
of political, social, and cultural
engineering—a long-term
strategy designed to alter the very
conditions under which Tibetan
identity can survive, making this
one of the most severe human
rights crises of our time.
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Tibet’s 46,000+ glaciers feed
eight of Asia’s greatest rivers

— the Indus, Ganges,
Brahmaputra, Mekong,
Yangtze, Yellow River,

Salween, and Irrawaddy —
sustaining two billion people
across twelve nations. Beyond
water, the plateau drives the
Asian  Summer Monsoon,
regulating rainfall and
agriculture across the entire
continent. Research shows its
atmospheric influence reaches
as far as Europe

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM

The Third Pole is warming three times
faster than the global average. Since 1976,
glacial area has shrunk by over 58%. Under
high-emission scenarios, up to 55% of
remaining glaciers could vanish by 2100. As
rivers grow unpredictable, unresolved dam
disputes on the Brahmaputra and Mekong
are already stoking geopolitical tensions
between China and downstream nations.
Tibet’s fate is not a regional concern — it is
a planetary one. Protecting the Third Pole
means protecting the water, weather, and
survival of billions who may never set foot
on its frozen highlands.

—
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In a landmark bipartisan move, the
US Congress has introduced the
“Assuring the Future of Tibet Act of
2026.” Sponsored by Representatives
James P. McGovern (D-Mass.) and
Michael McCaul (R-Texas), the bill
aims to elevate Tibet’s leadership on
the global stage.

Tibet’s Future in Focus: Hope, Resilience and

Global Support

It directs the US Secretary of State to
push for formal recognition of the
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA)—
the Tibetan government-in-exile in
Dharamshala, India—and to advocate for
observer status in the United Nations and
other international forums.
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What the Bill Sets Out
e Diplomatic Pressure: Lobby countries
and international organizations  to
recognize the CTA.
e UN Observer Status: Give CTA a
formal voice in global forums.
e Forward-Looking  Strategy:
sustained US support for
leadership.
Note: This is not US recognition of CTA as
a sovereign government but a legal
framework for advocacy.

Ensure
Tibetan

Bipartisan Strength and Symbolism

Unlike past symbolic resolutions, the bill’s
bipartisan backing signals stable, long-term
US policy, legally binding diplomats to keep
Tibet on the global agenda.

Friction with China

Beijing considers Tibet part of China and
views the Dalai Lama as a separatist. US
efforts will likely strain US-China relations,
though the bill focuses on human rights and
cultural preservation.

Conclusion

Planning Beyond the Dalai Lama

The legislation anticipates a future
without the 14th Dalai Lama. The
CTA has developed democratic
institutions with elected leaders and
ministries managing education,
healthcare, and foreign affairs. US
support aims to shift focus from the
Dalai LLama to a sustainable institution
protecting  Tibetan culture and

identity.

Reactions and Challenges

e Optimists: Celebrate the bill as
historic, ensuring Tibet’s recognition
post-Dalai Lama.

e Cautious Observers: Worry about
stricter crackdowns by China or
challenges with host nations like
India.

e Obstacles: UN recognition remains
difficult due to China’s influence and
general  hesitancy to recognize
governments-in-exile. ~ The  law
emphasizes advocacy and coalition-
building over immediate results.

The “Assuring the Future of Tibet Act of 2026 shifts US policy from cultural support to
active diplomacy. It underscores Washington’s commitment to protect the Tibetan voice,
democratic values, and cultural survival despite diplomatic hurdles.

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM
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The Erasure of

Tibetan ¥ &

Heritage L\ 1l

The 2021 Policy: Silencing the Mother Tongue
In 2021, China’s Ministry of Education
mandated Mandarin-only instruction across all
minority-area preschools. Legal protections for
bilingual education were stripped away. Human
Rights Watch found that within months of
kindergarten, many children lose Tibetan
fluency entirely—unable to speak with their
own parents and grandparents.

Beijing’s ~ "Childrens  Speech A History of Forced Assimilation
Harmonization Plan" is stripping This is the final step in Beijing’s decades-long
Tibetan children of their mother assimilation campaign. Preschools were the last
tongue at the earliest stage of life place children could speak Tibetan freely—the
—replacing it with Mandarin and 2021 Plan closed that window. The 2026 Law
accelerating the destruction of an on Promoting Ethnic Unity now imposes legal
entire culture. penalties on anyone who resists.

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM JUN 2026 (13)
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Politics in the Classroom and Surveillance at
Home. The policy goes far beyond language
—replacing Tibetan identity with CCP-
mandated patriotic indoctrination from age
three.
e Cultural Replacement: Han festivals and
patriotic songs replace Tibetan Buddhism
and heritage—banned from classrooms.

e Home Surveillance: Parents are required
to submit videos of children speaking
Mandarin at home.

e BEarly Testing: Despite regulations
banning preschool testing, government
examiners regularly assess toddlers’
Mandarin fluency.

The Breaking of

Intergenerational Bonds
Language loss severs the bonds
between generations—halting the
transmission of culture, faith, and
values from elders to youth.
Conditioned to see their heritage as
inferior, Tibetan children grow up
adopting a Han-centric identity. This
directly violates the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, which
China has signed.

:Conclusion;

A Cill for Tnternational Action

This is cultural erasure by design—targeting
children before they can even read.

"By targeting kindergarteners, China is
depriving Tibetan children of their mother
tongue and culture," warns Maya Wang of
Human Rights Watch. This is not education
reform—it is identity erasure.

The world must act. Without intervention,
one of humanity’s oldest cultures faces
extinction from the ground up.
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A recent United Nations report has
sounded urgent alarms over the survival
of Tibetan civilisation, warning that
targeted Chinese government policies are
actively  dismantling  the  cultural,
linguistic, and social foundations of the
Tibetan people. For the Tibetan exile
community in Dharamshala, India, the
findings offer long-awaited international
validation of a crisis they have protested
for decades.
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The Weaponisation of Education Central
to the UN’s warning is China’s mandatory
colonial  boarding  school  system,
identified as a primary tool for cultural
assimilation. By  separating  Tibetan
children from their families, language, and
religious  traditions, the state severs
intergenerational bonds. “Identity is
formed during childhood,” said Tempe
Gyaltsen, Deputy Director of the Tibet

Policy Institute.
JUN 2026 (1)
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“If children grow up isolated from
their mother tongue and spiritual
traditions, they will inevitably become
disconnected  from  their  own
civilisation.” He described the policy as
a deliberate, long-term campaign to

erase Tibetan identity from the ground

up.

Tenzin Topdhen, Director of the Tibet
Museum, noted these coercive policies
represent the latest chapter in a sixty-year
assimilation process begun after China
took control of Tibet. He warned the
crisis carries global implications: “What is
happening to Tibet today could happen to
other vulnerable cultures tomorrow if the
international community fails to act.”
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CHILDREN

They should have held crayons.
Instead, photographs showed
Tibetan kindergarten children in
camouflage uniforms, carrying
toy rifles, marching under the
red flag and crawling through
mock combat drills. Released on
26 May by the Communist
Party’s United Front Work
Department, the images came
from Tsona, near India. Beijing
called it a lesson in loving the
country and guarding the
border. To many, it looked like
childhood militarised.
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The International Campaign for Tibet called the pictures This message leaves little

“deeply disturbing,” arguing no child should act like a SPace for  Tibetan

soldier. But the toy guns are only the surface. Beneath the identity. Under “ethnic

. . o o . . unity,”  children  are
uniforms lies political indoctrination aimed at children too . :
pushed into a Chinese

young to question it. Education becomes not a path to narrative, Mandarin

open minds, but a tool to shape obedience. language  and  state
loyalty, while Tibetan
culture is pushed aside.
In 2023, UN experts

warned that roughly one

million Tibetan children,

some as young as fout,

had been separated from

families through

boarding schools. Nearly
78 percent of Tibetan

students are estimated to

be in such schools.

Tsona’s location makes
case darker. It lies near
Bum La Pass, opposite
India’s Tawang sector
and beside Bhutan. To
stage such drills turns
children into symbols of

a dispute they cannot

understand.

China may call it patriotism. But there is a line between
civic pride and rehearsing war. In Tsona, that line was

crossed.
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FARDENING
CRISIS

-

I NSIDE
RIGHTS

Tibet’s human rights crisis did not ease; it
hardened. The 2025 Annual Report by the
Tibetan Centre for Human Rights and
Democracy (TCHRD) describes a deepening,
state-driven campaign of control—not isolated
abuses, but a system-wide network of repression
reshaping daily life, worship, education, and
dissent. Freedom House’s latest global assessment
underscores this, awarding Tibet a score of 0 out
of 100 for political rights and civil liberties.

TIBET

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM

S
SITUATION

HUMAN

At the heart of these findings is
the Chinese Communist Party’s
intensified effort to enforce
conformity across Tibetan society
through expanded legal,
administrative, and technological
surveillance. The result is a steady
narrowing of public space, leaving
virtually no room for independent
civic voices or personal autonomy
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The pressure does not stop at Tibet’s

borders. The report highlights
transnational  repression  targeting
exiled activists, including the reported
extrajudicial killing of religious figure
Tulku Hungkar Dorje in Vietnam,
allegedly involving a joint Chinese—
Vietnamese operation. Fleeing Tibet
no longer guarantees safety.

The TCHRD 2025 report makes clear
that what is unfolding in Tibet is an
integrated campaign of political,
social, and cultural engineering—a
long-term strategy designed to alter
the very conditions under which
Tibetan identity can survive, making
this one of the most severe human
rights crises of our time.

WWWTIBETANFRONTLINE.COM

Religion, Language and Assembly Under
Siege

Religious freedom has been severely curtailed.
Under “Sinicization” policies—teshaping
traditional cultures to align with official Chinese
culture—monks, nuns and religious teachers are
required to demonstrate loyalty to the CCP.
Spiritual life is no longer private; it is managed as a
political arena where traditional devotion can be
recast as dissent.

Language rights face a parallel erosion. Policies
continue to shrink Tibetan-medium instruction
while expanding mandatory Mandarin, particularly
in eartly childhood. The consequences are far-
reaching:

* Cultural Disruption: Language is the primary
vessel through which history and memory are
preserved.

* Generational Divide: Mandarin-first schooling
limits intergenerational transmission of the
Tibetan language.

e Identity Strain: Weakening a community’s
native language fundamentally weakens its
cultural survival.

The space for peaceful assembly also narrowed
turther. Tibetans who raised concerns over mining,
land intrusions, or infrastructure projects faced mass
arrests, intimidation, and collective punishment—
treated as threats to state security rather than as
legitimate civic voices.

GENOCIDE

IN TIBET
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THE CULINARY CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE

Tibetan cuisine reflects high-
altitude  life and  nomadic
traditions. lLocal foods like Sha
Balep, Khapse, Droma soup,
highlight  cultural  resilience,

warmth, and communal
celebration, illustrating the
enduring heritage,

resourcefulness, and lifestyle of

Tibetan communities in the

Himalayan plateau.
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Traveling in Tibet is a journey into
breathtaking landscapes and rich cultural
heritage. From soaring Himalayan peaks
and serene monasteries to vibrant local
festivals, every moment immerses visitors
in the region’s spiritual traditions, unique
lifestyle, and timeless beauty, offering an
unforgettable adventure across the "Roof
of the World."
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